Box 12

D23

December 12,1996
Mohawk, Florida

Dear A, &

nce my retrement in 1981 I have heard many stories of how the
e hundred mile waterway in Everglades National came into
o 18- I have writtan an account of how this came about, to the best
"o,y knowledge this is exactly how it happened,

iscovery of the connection between thé Broad and Shark River
ges made it possible. After this was found it became a matter
g out the waterway and doing a lot of hard work to make
~mous waterway between Everglades City and Flamingo,

Thic latrer is heing sent to manv different locations includine former |
co-workers, newspaper, parks and the E&AA "Newsletter”. If any

publicaton of this material is made please contact me before
publication! DEERRIP R
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ﬁ Newsletter”

Robert Kerr, former Chief RAfiger ENP "~~~ 7
Ralph Maxwell, former Asst. Chief Ranger ENP
The Orlando Sentinel, Florida Magazine -

- Dan Brown, NPS SE Regional Office
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The Everglades 100 Mile Waterw sy and How {t Reallv Happened

Back in 1958 was assipned 1o the Everglades at 40 Mile Bend, wharedsperl
B yearThen In 1956 1 was moved to Evergludes City along with Roy
Evenson and two junk boats nobody would have. .

bere el r mlaco e fon 1«
iere being no place to live I com

» fufally found a house to rent. ‘Thi anly 30 days and I was
72 Teless again. Then we finally feidnd an gnt to live in for the next
& e years, when Sarvice housifg became available:

oSSR
W the originul park plens by Dan Beard the first upt,»a.-f;;:—fj_;edﬁ'&:\ e .
! between the upper reaches of the Shark and Broad River drainages, '
Sonfd AHoW s small boat to go [rom Everglades City to Flamingo ~

46 Mile Bend for six months and

going out in the gulf. This was never sesompltshe S
St he-Everalrdesta-defense-of -

. —sspan L wasact know at this time-of-the damage thal womlt teenr
amthis-action,_~

s
x_Aller working at Everglades City for a few years 1 begyh to know the arez .

* Tqubicawel: The first charts of this area were called T-Charts. They were ™
in black and while with no depths on them. In studying these charts 1
found thal there was a creek from Broad River into Broad Creek which
went into the Humey River and thence 1o the Shark. Thete charts had much
more dewl efthetater epreseatday savigationchars and they
shawed three small cresks off the main creel which would make the connecten.

e ‘ - e

Plahs wp ex;ﬁ“: attempt this paskage. Roger Allen, ,S{ITJL and Bob Kerr
Lhrici Kangercame up from Headquarters and vwgal-went Lostman's River
Ramwer Statinn 10 srend the night. We had 17 oben.boat with outboard
MmO ang & VT 3 N wiula 2 L T TSI Wl Wit gt
the party)

The Plan

—

»

—or. - BobiKerr was innbke Riyperand T to the begtaning-of thesrescmrBroad— -— =~ —

Py

Poeve Damns nnd Drvandd ealnf gf i

= emall sV e male the nnsenes and

ot Bobasto-e¥ arolind the dutside aadect us in Broad Creek. Scmuch 5

for the best laid plans clmiesand e

A
The chan showed three small creeks which vie found, the third creek was
ths One 10 be wken. This wus perhaps aboul 11 2.m. We sartad up the
third creek as plannsd. the lide was falting and ux we gotupthecreek o
Mither and turher we tagin e enamunier muny Tegs and the creek bega.‘:

by narrow. We Lificd e boot over sevemal logs and finally decides L.ele
wo eould net moake the passage. So we tamed around and started owrdnd found
the ude had fallen o grewd deal end we would have 2 lift the badlove-
fogs tor the entire Wetinee Task o the main cicak Afer about 2400 yls

Roger became exhaustad and we climbed Up on e bank 1o recr, Qh, we had

o radio, bul as cadon neaded 81U Jid not work, We wereina .
dilemma as 10 the coune of acton, afler Roger became rested it was decided
-z
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thal we would walk across the mangroves e B : |

. * Broad Creek, as we could hear
Bob & by ' res ing lor us, Thi
4(;). rl.'mmng the beul up and dawn the crask tooking for us, This was perhaps

Anyane wha has walked through mangroves knows what we faced a8 t was
aboul 1’2 mile 1o Broad Creek, We took two life boat cushions with us
and stanted out. We made it to Broad Creek, however on arrival Roger

ex completely exhausied, This was around 8 p.m. 1 didretknomhar—e
S—tedlsaa-booiild nol carryrrswimrvithTrforheln

171
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including eur wives.

While back at the craak Roger had become rastad so1 talked him into

gelting into the crezk. This revived him so with our life cushions we

started swimming down the ereck W the gulf, Roger's oaly thoughts

were of alligators and mine of sharks, About half way to the gulf we

heard the park plane, waving our cushions frantically. Miele saw us, and radiced
Bob to come pick us up, By the time he arrived back at the crock it was

dark and we hud reached the forks of Broad Creok, being dark when he

started up the creek he went ep the wrong right hand [ork us he had beon

directed however we were on the left fork. Finally alter he-had-peom—

gones samerimas we decided to swim aeross a small bay so that we

would be at (e pamow mouth of the creek when be came out.

After a few minutes here curne Bob full throtle oul the creek as he

puassed us we threw the cushions and hil the beat to get him stapped.

Then back to Lastman's fora good mea! and a good nights slecp. .
- —=sganc.could-go back te-Evergladas Ciny tha next daw.

The second try to find the passage occurred u fow days later, Ed Carlsen,
Ken Morgan, and | came buek with the same squipment as on the firstiry.
epbby-myscliandihey-both-went-areundo-Broad Creek 1o make the

ek up-However we lock the same routé through the main creek, but
c 1his ime we took-the feurthcreek insieadof the-thitd, withatitle™ ™~

B effort we made it through to Bread Creek. This was the first tap through
the walerway,

A |

Lenmste  Asfaras | coulddadoutione of the locals had ever been through this i
e sl waterway. No ofic knew of itmer_iid il.skow on any-ef the modem W’:
A navigalion charts. There was no sign of the creek ever being used .
_savishismoderhees, | strongly suspect thut the only use was by1he

Calusa lndians. whiclPwere thenative indien€ol the coast and cverglades;\
_ob-Evergedes Notomat Pats. & Lreewnans

= R oy b""uul 'Q_,.n. ) .
The next trp through the waterway waslby/ﬁ:@k’Masland and I. Frank F“"’y‘)’— o 4 b
. ook movies of (e tip and they are R posscssion of one of his sons 4. Vo L
\/\ L Frank s oD Every eftfort should be made by the Purk Service ans c-
~- 1\ obtain this4itm -t covered many other things an'd trips which he —r o e~
: atdcvith.me and othes Fangess it Everglades Natjonal Park. RN ot —
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Ed, Ken, and | proceeded 1o cut oul this creek and-en open 16" skiff
could make it through on high tide. Alter getting the creek open
we proceeded to lay out the entire route of the waterway.

The nexl step wass b locale campsites approximarcly one day apart on
the trail. This we did using mainly indian mounds and high places
along the river banks [vom Everglades City 10 Whitcwater Bay. Orne
stte on Onion Key was very interesting as we instalied a pit privy,
howevcer the regional archasologist said we had to take the dint out in
six inch layers, sift it in one quarter inch screens, und bag

it for future study. This we did.

= Wk had no naintenance crew at Everglades City therefore E4 Ken, and 1

schtiunped tables and grills at headquarters, cleared the sites, and built - ore

"e tampgrounds. Later when I moved 1o Flamingo as District Ranger, with PSR AU
‘ngers we built the first Chickee on stilts along the Joe River.

0

. - a9 T O Loy
s 1% the lrue story of how the 180 mile Exer x cumc {o be, Lapelenize -
omitling any name o 1 ¢

Writien by:
Richard A, Stokes
Runger Everglades National Park {958 10 1970
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