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Haunting Heart of the Everglades

By Axpriw

tires ground our 'Glides bugpgy to a
sliding stop,

“There they go—into the high grazs!”

I jumped down from my seat, climbed to
the snake box in the back of George Espen-
laub's swamp chariot, and stepped up W the
cabi roof, Two bock deer had sprung from
the trackless Everglades ten yards ahead.
They dropped out of sight in a swale.

“T'I beat the marsh and trv to flush them,™
George propased. “Maybe thev'll run out
past the hug,s'::,

My compunion pushed throogh head-high
saw grass, flalling the thick growth with a
stick. Suddenly the graceful animals bounced
up almost from George's feet. They fled across
the prairie, two tawny blurs with bolibing
white “taillights.”

The hounding deer gave the crowning touch
il Hie to flat, rippling grasslinds. Dips in the
plain cupped mirrors of rain water Aoating
white water liles and edged with wild iris.
(Cloud castles hillowed in a hot blue sky.

Wild Lond of Swamp and Cypress

Our vantage point was deep in the wild
heart of south Florida's Everglades, that
glluring expanse of swamp and savanm,
cypress head and hammock jungle, which
Miamians jestingly stvle their citv's 414-
million-acre backvard.

Technically, the Everglades are a broad
sweep of saw-grass plains curvine around the
sotitheast side of vast Lake Okeechobee and
extending south to Florida Bav and the Gulf
of - Mexico,

iy freer interpretation the name “Ever-
glades” takes in Rig Cyvpress Swamp and
Clkaloncdochee Slowgh and hence most oi
Florida seuth of Lake (Okeechobee.

Bl{_i BRAKES on four war-surplies bomber

H. Browx

During late winter and early spring of 1947
Willard Culver, National Geographic photog-
rapher, and | wandered foot-loose in this
preater aren.

Natural conditions long hampered dwnlpp*
ment of the Everglades, Today, onetimne "t
pediments’” are being turned to man's benefit,

Water control has opened thousands of
acres of black earth to truck crops.  Sugar
cane thrives on the peaty nitrogenous soil.
Dirier fintlands hove been cleared for pasture.
Remote sloughs are yielding hidden riches of
pine and cypress timber,

Big stretches of the country devoid of
economic value are being set acide for water
and wildlife conservation—and for recreation.

The MNation has recently received a mag-
nificent “gift,” Everglades National DPark,
which President Truman dedicated on De-
cember 6, 1947, Twenty-eighth such public
reserve, it is the only subtropical national
park in the United States. A new three-cent
stamp hos been issued to celebrate the event.

Justified at last were the vision, faith, and
unrelenting efforts of 8l-vear-old Ernest F.
Coe, Director of the Everglades National Park
Association, For 20 yvears Coe fought, often
single-handed. for creation of a pational park
i south Florida's unique wilderness.,

The Everglades National Park Commission
alan wos instrumenta]l in making the park a
reality.

Limits of the park m-untuulig are expected
to emhrace most of Florida Bay, including
nesting keys of the striking, but scarce, roseate
spoonbill ( Plate IV). The park’s preliminary
710-square-mile area takes in a brosd paich
of the tip of Florida sooth of the Tamizmi
Trall (map, page 149].

Ahout half the protected region is marshy
grassinnds and the rest mangrove swamps
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Through Headphones e “Hears™ How Much Water Flows Past
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copntrol dams on Jroindee canals, to belp maintaln o high water talde along Flonda™s popualoos Atlantic coast,

Fliisheid by the whine of our motor, ¢logds. terminal cities of the 27CG-mile-long nalores
of hundeeds of snowy egrets, white ibas, little  way (page 150]
bive herons, and Louvigiana herons rose from Apart from the road, planie
trees alotg the stream. They Hew upriver pines, and connl there were few

ahead of us, alighted again, only to flap away  intrusion. We visited Seminole Indian villages

when we buzzed aroomd the bend (page 171) which stand oppesite the infrequent Hllng
[ sk fiuanibers of ducks. wood 1bis. white stations ( Plate 111)
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Haunting Heart of the Everglades
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A New Nationul Park Protects a Wild Stretch of the Everglades: Adjscent Lands,
Unreclaimed Swamp a Generation Ago, Yield Lumber, Crops, and Cartle

Fverglades Natlonal Park is 710 squure miles of marshy profries, mangrove thickels, and ovpress swamps

[rineedd on the seaward margine with sl rivers, lakes, and. bavs

i 1he United States

srakes, boboats, and turtles,

1t = the only subtropicnd mationnd park

T recently dedicated reserve will aford reiupe for nesting colanics of wgrels, ibises,
herans and other bings decimated o the past by ruthles husting,
The region lentures ddrange atd besutiu)l teees and lowers, incloding air

Vislors also muy o deer, alligators,

plante and wild orchids {Plates ¥ uni] VITL, and pope 144),

early twenties.  The Barron Collier Interests
helpeel complete  the “Famiami Trail  and
planned o second Miami Heach on Marco
Iskand, a project still in blueprint stage.

The Cullier Interext<” land haldings of one-
and-a-quarter million acres (an orea the size
af Delaware) inclutde 60 percemt of Collier
County and overlap into adjacent Lee and
Hendry Counties

Iy, Gritham Copeland, recently retived resi-
dent manoger of the Collier Interests, Tisted
the sources of Collier County's income m

arder of importunce: wood products | mostly
pine and cypress lumber), early truck crops,
commercial fisleng, cattle ranching, and tour-
st trade.  Only  producing ol wells in
Florida are at Sunniland in the porth of the
coumby.

Collier County was the scepe of last engage-
ments of the Seminole War, To document
early events, Copeland has assembled n six-
foot pile of reminiscences, statemwnts, news-
paper clippings, and |etters. | was allowed to
inok- through this absorbing materinl.



Telephone Poles, Road, and Canal Secm o Merge i the Flat Distance of the Everglades
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Among the region's memorable characters
was Juan (Old John) Gomez, claimed by
many Lo bave been a pirate with Gasparilia.
When he died early in the 1000's, estimates
of his age varied from 113 to 137 vears!

Born a4 Roman Cutholic, he became 2 Meth-
miist at the age of 110 or 115 The local
minister was so impressed that he designated
every fifth Sunday of months (hat bad five
sundays “Gomez Sunday.” On those doys
Methodists of the vicinity piled into boats and
went out to woreship at Gomez's home on
Panther Key,

An article in the American Exgle of Estero,
Florida, published on January 20, 1027, added
these details: “He (Juan Gomez) had heavy
culluses on his feet and could run across an
avster bl g9 comfortably ns on o hirdwood
flpor. He was uneducated but spoke seven
Innguages. . . . He declared when his age was
discussed, ‘God has forgotten me; it is past
my time to die," "

Reckless Harvest of Birds and Gators

“Wildlife waz incredibly abundsnt here-
ubouts last century and even in the early
part of this one,” Copeland attested.

“Early settlers told me of shooting enough
plume birds in one day to furnish aigrettes
worth 3500, then in demand to decorate
women s hats.  Plume hunting was prohibited
by law in 1891, but there was no attempl
at enforcement for vears after that. 1 heard
of hunters slaughtering 77 deer in one drive,
and 135 alligators in a single mudhnle”

Some men only pulled the gators® teeth.
For these ivory fangs used for watch fobs,
earrings, charms, hracelets, and other gew-
gaws, the reptile dentists got from 51 to %5
A peind,

Mr. K. B. Storter of Naples told me: “T
carried over 10,000 alligator hides to Tampa
in February, March, and April of 1898, They
were shipped to Boyver Brothers in New York,
About 1,000 of the skins were token from
Robertz Lake alone—one of the most fabulous
pator ‘mines’ in the country,

“That was an unusually dey vear, and the
blg creatures collected in places where water
could be found, Crowded in small areas, they
wire easy viclims of hunters”

Egret shooters would search for rookeries.
When they found one, they ruthlessly wiped
it out—destroying up to 13,000 birds.

On pear-by Chokoloskee Island, C, 8, (Ted)
smallwood, island patriarch, led me cheerfully
up and down dim aisles of his big store. T
stands  on pilings above the tide wash,
Counters and shelves bulged and overflowed
with masses of jumbled merchandise in a pic-

The National Geographic Magazine

ture of country-store abundance the like of
which I had never seen, He cut me a generous
slab from a huge wheel of vellow cheese.

“I've turped over the shop to my children,”
be said, introducing two dnoghters, n son, a
won-in-low, and two grandehildren,

Smallwood, whose keen blue eves give the
lie to his 74 wvears of age, led me over the
heart of the strange island, Little sand and
shell-mound hills framed the steepest land-
scape | had yvet seen in south Florido

“Once 1 had a lot of good fruit tree<.” My
guide turned back the vears. “Maost of them
hove gone 1o seed,”

Like a friendly old pirate, Smallwpod fu-
vored one leg as he climbed firmly up and down
the hillocks, showing off scattered wind-tor-
tured guavas, avocados, olives, papavas. Shade
trees were native gumpo-Hmbos, palms, gnd
Australian pines he planted long ago,

I met 90-vear-old Susan McKinnev, whose
late busband, C. G. McKinney, opened the
first general store on Chokoloskee Teland in
1886, A sound, if firmly negative, business
policy used to be emblazoned on his billhend :
"No Banking, No Mortgaging, No Insurance,
No Borrowing, No Loaning, 1 must have cash
o buy more hash,™

North from the Tamiami Trall, the Inimo-
kalee road, State Route 29, bisects Big Cv-
press Swamp, then stroightens and arrows
through range land to meet the Fort Myers-
West Palm Beach road.

Big Cypress Going Fast

East of Route 29, lumbering is gobbling up
big chunks of mixed pine and cypress forpets,
West of the highway, in the almost impene-
trable Fakahatchee Slough, a long strip of
virgin cypress is the lirgest remaining single
stand in the United States.

A black plume of smoke from a tall stack
guided us to the Copeland camp of the Lee
Tidewater Cypress Company, which owns
most of this magnificent forest,

J. R. Terrill, logging superintendent, showed

us the aperation,
- We saw one of the semiweekly 40-car
trains pufl out of the vard., hauling awayv
400,000 hourd feet of huge rusty-hued logs
W the sawmill at Perry in porth Florida
Weather-resistant cypress is in demand for
suling, shingles, and wood trim as well as for
paneling and other Interior finiching,

Terrill piled us on a gasoline specder and
we rattled up the line into the woods. Gray
stumps dotted a logged-over area, where thick
vines trailed on the ground.

“The fallers claim the vines are so tough,”
Terrill said with a smile, “that if one clings
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Sledhke Craft Push Adr to Speed Through Water Only Inches Deep
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Haunting Heart of the Everglades

to o Jog it stretch from woods to camp
without breaking!"”

We reached the cutting aren, A high line
run from a skidder was snaking fat trees oot
of jungle a0 thick we could see onlv n few
vards into it. Native royal palms liited 100-
foot-tall green crowns | Plate 11).

It would give a rattlesnnke a headache to
try to run in that bush,” the speeder driver
commented.

We watched a team of fallers topple a big
cypress with a doohle-handled saw., With a
souned like close thunder the soaring ginnt
crashed through lower growth to smite the
ground with a booming thud.

“That one &= between 500 and 750 vears
old,” stated Terrill. “Not.a very old one. 1t's
surprising how cound and healthy they are,
after standing up o their knees in water all
their livee—and without their rubbers!”

As we rode out of the swamp, Calver asked,
“lent it hot and miserable in the woods in
summer?”

“Well, the heat™s bad, bhut the bugs are
awful,” Terrill replied. “One man's whole job
is just to sweep ilies off the backs of the men
operatin’ the levers on the high line.

“Horsetlies get =0 thick im late April, if
vou're settin® on 4 sereened porch, vou can't
sep 8 person walkin' by in the street. 'Why,
I know a man whose chicken run was beside
a =treet light, Horseflies and other bugs flew
into that lght at night and fell so thick, he
didn't have t' feed his hens for two-three
weeks!"

Reservations Are Indians' “Kingdoms™

That evening we drove northwest to Fort
Myvers where we looked up Kenneth A.
Marmon, Superintendent of the Seminole
Indian Agency.*

Marmon offered to show us the two major
Seminole Indian reservations in south Flor-
icta: Brighton, northwest of Lake Okeechobee,
and Big Cypress, 30 miles south of the Lake.
O the Intter reserve 80 to 120 Indizns live
on 42,663 ncres—or 356 acres, minimum, per
Tridian!

These lands are the Indiins’ exclusive hunt-
ing amdd cattle grazing domain,

Of the 700 Seminoles in south Floridu, only
42 are mixed bloods, About 15 or 20 percent
understand English. Some won't talk the
white man’s language, but they understand it
well enough.,

Receiving no dole, proud aborigines must
work for their living. Manv, therefore, have
left the reserves to get jobs ranging from
wrestling alligators in Miami animal exhibits
lo culting sugar cane, and picking tomatoes,

169

beans, amd fruit crops.  Others work on
ranches ¢r in lumber mills, drive trocks, or
sell handicraits aloog the highwoys,

In 1936 Flurida's Governor David Sholtz
and his cabinet mel an assemblage of 273
seminoles amil asked them what they would
like from the white man.

After n brief huddle, the native spokesman
answered succinctly, “ Just let us alone!”

“We have high hopes for cittle raising on
the reservations,” Marmon told s, “We've
undertaken the range progrom to improve the
Indians’ lot.

“The Seminoles face a dilemma,” Marmon
explained.  “Instinct and costom make them
cling to the traditions of their ancestors, while
civilization knocks at thelr door, urging them
to join the big parade of progress.’”

Wednesday, Match 3, was dipping day for
cattle on Brighton Reservation. Marmon
drove us out to see 2,000 Hereford cattle run

through the tick-killing bath.

Crisp Beel Sparcrihs—Ielicious!

Lunch break was half over when we drove
up to the camip. Great fire-crisped hunks of
fresh beel spareribs were proffered us by Fred
Montsdeoca, white extension pgent who su-
pervises all cattle operations.  Live-oak fire-
wood imparted spicy flavor to the meat,

Plump, cheerful Seminole women, clad in
their usual modest, minbow-colored capes and
vast skirts, brought us hot biscuits and black
coffee. A coonskin stretched on  palmetto
ribs hung on a pear-by tree. Tripe from the
steer whose {lesh had fed us was drving in the
sun,  Lunch out of the way, the women
et sy an bead bracelets and dolls” clothing.

“AL present we have a tribal herd,” Monts-
deoca said. “Everybody has an equal interest
in it. Owur aim 5 to build up the herd to a
level that'll atlow us to deal out 8 number of
animals—say 20 head—to individual Indians.”

We met Charlie Micco, Frank Shove, John
Josh, and John Henry Gopher, Seminole trus-
tees of the cattle enterprise. They were ap-
pointed by the tribe and approved by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

“Indians make fine cowboys," Montsdeocn
commented. “They take oaturally to horse-
biack and are fearless riders."

We watched the slim, wiry men rounding
up the catde. “They wore checked shirts,
broad-birimmed hats of felt or straw, boots and
spurs, dungarees and neckerchiefs, like any
Western cowpoke (Plate X)),

Sunset sithouetted islands of cabbage palms

® See, in the NatrvaL Geporarme MaoansNe: “in-

diuns of the Southesitern United States ™ by Malthew
W. Stirling, Janusry, 1046,
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Thrushing thraueh the deep woler, hils
¥ mules morin ol the Tomigmt Tl
ke Everglides in the Sall of 1947, deer

seattiered over the green land. The Tndians
pucked their womien into o truck amd followed
them home, sitting their horses with the loose-
limbewd, straight-backed groce of men grown
to {he saddle.

Another duy AMarmon led us 30 miles south
of Lake Okeechobee through Clonlogcoochers
sloueh o the second Seminole reservation in
the Big Cypress Swammn,

The primitive road grade was washed out,
= we plunged across the open coantrvside,
mavigating by tree clomps amd larger ponds
anil sloughs.

What a ride!

A vounge seminole buck. Willle Tommie,
drove us over i trall hall-submerged hiv recent
rats,  Wilbe got us there and back, proving
ns tradlwize ne his puthfinding foreliears

Far {rom towns or tmific the pattern of life
wis primitive but peaceful,  An Indian mother
beat dirt from her Iamily'e clothing on the
shore of @ popd.  Another woman pounded
corm 16 medl with 4 oypress pestle in a mortar

_|I LS I e

the "Glades, a ].h:l:r' ey .“'a'nr.;-i. or | ms

eatlimg deer waus Jouid wp o te his =ik In troqbk

After torrential ||u1.'.'1'.|;'||:|||rn_ UL 85 {1 _...','|.|-|| otil sasl sirrtineEs of
may easly be caplueesd alive.

cul Trom g live oak lng, Evervone went bare-
fod . T |H_'".1_r_|_:l.' |_'f|.r_-|J lJHJI:_Ill_ L Bjest .'qr'll._'-l-l']'l-'.
tribal patriarch.  Pigs and  friendly brown
dogrs roamed Al will ground the ook tahle
{ Plnte XI11)

Between La Belle and Lake Oleechobee we
were wizarded from the Flonda of palm and
pine, cypress swamp nd saw-grass marsh, to
what looked like rangeland of eastern Wy
"FEI:-IIITT. Catn]e v the  thiousand, mapy ol
them pearkgray Brahmans, grazed on' fa
land that had heen cleared almost Lis 1|!|3' laxt
palmetta paich.

Grahmans, introdoced feom Todin, are oe-
l1|:||']-'..|-'~]j.' tolerant of heat and resistant to
ticks and mosguitoes,

Horsemen cantered across the dispance o
tie up it weather-beaten cattle camps. At a
modest ranch bouse we stopped [or a visil
with one of the Teading Everglades cattle men,
Ui 80,000 acres [ there i= noithing small abiowr
Has coumtry! ), Joe B, Hendry rums aboul
3,000 bhead of cattle.
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An Amerwean Egret (Raight) Defty Flips

The bied wt left, 4 snowy verel, soem

With vast cattle ranges, early truck crops,
and sugar cone the Everglades are discrediting
carly prophels of gloom who called the regwon
The futare is evoked with caution
however, for @ many sections: thin soils, fire
tamage, and vexing water control problioms
put a checkrein on landiords dreqms

Fi144,
Land Suffered from Overdrainage

Lapd use history in the Evergiades moy be
divided into perinds  identified by a
B and DV of special meaning.
“Belore Cannls”™ land was too wet to coltiviate,
‘After Dirainage™ it sometimes was too dry

In the last 3] yvears, and |_|.'|rrj._'J[._L|']I-.' be-
tween 1913 and 1029 the Everplades were
lurrowed with hundreds of miles of
canals, Dramoge wis overextended—at least
irom the U'nider cons

struction and  locks

costly

inrmers’ point of view.
todday
which promise better balanced water control
(page 147

Largest agricultural operator in south Flor-

mre check dams
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‘ih into Position for Swallowing

larver dnghne mote bhes all the loack [he fizhing

TEiaddEs (annt

fla i= the United Stutes Sugar Corpora
tion ot Clewiston, on the southwest shore of
Lake Okeechobees, The US.5.0, is the major
producer of raw cane sugar in the continental
United States ( Phides VI and VL),

Pasl and wesd Ulewirton, in an arc
around I||r_ r.||-.r_ _--];_ul':_--_ LH HTIpNIDY  OWHE
L 50,000 ucres of land, A fifth of these hold

ngs are in sogar cane procudtion

'We 'HEII'I eolEh AW sugar every VIeur,
vice-president Josinh Ferris. Jr.. informed me
( before the end of sugar rationiog ), “to cash
the civilian ration coupons of every man,
woman, and child in the United States for

davs,’

The campany cuts & million tons of cine a
vear, which vield approximately 100,000 tons

raw SuUir.

The corporation devotes 20,000 acres to
cattle phasture and agrrci il CTOpS ofher
than sugar cane. For Newport Inmdustries.
Inc., it grows ramie, versatile “new™ fiber that
seems destined for large-scale development for

u
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Monionless as a Floating Log. o Big Alhgitor Lies in Want |

A mxzed group ol
Brahman, Aneuas, Here-
ford, aml  Shorthorn
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“Then
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"Weve found thal
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Truck Gardening [s
Big Husiness

yericultur Has
boomed all

round the
el rEs
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rireed
] of ceep, organi
muck. Bomper winter
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nets, twines, fabric fire hose, packings, Farmine still = something of BRI ]

upholsterv—even for clgarette
vitdrmin A

\ sien beside farm bulldinos joot
Clewtston read: Y"Sueariand Banch,
Muolasses Fed Beel

“What's this aboot cows eating molasses?
| psked Mr. Ferris

o Ut on the rane
wWias the rejoit ilier

Astride s
Ferris followed  th
head rancher. We

wllets to th
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jeep 1 shored with the
took a suck

w as hait to the hovines,
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damare almost every viear,
Lrespite: climatic unay dermand for
Florida winter truck crops has mads
Belle Glade one of the lirpest vesetable ship
ping points i the United States
Falm Besach County
Everglaodes apnicultoral
o of e maior yvepelabh
ties in the |

carloads of fresh vegetables rolled

'-,I_:'|: - TSy ol

|.I'||E: nre situated, i

LT
nited States, Last season, 13,300
_ way from
the lake aren alone,  Trovk shipments swelled

the totals cleired to hungry murkets.



Haunting Heart of the Everglades

R. Y. Creech, Helle Glade farmer, took me
aut to black-=il fields where workers were
cutting the last of a whapping crop of Pascal
and Golden celery.  They were mhlljng out 700
crates to the pere

George F Iaub of Clewiston guided me
to ancient CUalusa Indian remains “lost™ in
the Everglades south of town.

The pre-Seminole Tony Mounds rise only
five to ten feet above surrounding flatlands.
Built alung «sme of their canse routes by
ahoriginal Calusas, the primitive earthworks
are etoded and prass-grown,

Returning, “we" captured alive a three-foot
cottommonth mocensin with snake hook and
bare hunds,  (My pirt in thiz exploit was
simply to “let George do Jt1")

George regaled me with varns of snake-
hunting trips.  He sells reptiles to live snake
exhibitors.

Cuapturing Snokes by the Mile

Later, in Al Eam[_, I met 1 man who lives on
smakes—not eating them, but selling them,
mudde up in handbags, E-ht.lt.*- hats, belts, and
wallets.

Fdward B. Mullov, owner “of the Florida
Reptile Craft Company, does a volume teade
in spakesking migstly taken in the Everglades.

“Last year.,” he told me, “1 handled over
sven miles of snakeskins, mainly eolton-
mouth moccasins, ereen and banded water
snakes. and king snakes, They have the hand-
somest patierns and are very strong.

“On n five-day 1rip, with two helpers and
three dovs of hunting,” Mulloy caleulated s
he spoke, “a good catch would be 000 shakes,
N & fair take if we get 3,000 feet of skins.”

"How do wvou catch ‘em?”

“We capture all exceptl rattlers and kings
at night, spoiling our quarry with lights
strapped tn our foreheads, We pick up snakes
in the water with tongs Hke the grocery hook
the clerk uses to pull down boxes of cereal,
Om land, we press down on the snake's neck
with the curved wire head of o T-stick, then
erab him with thumb and forefinger.”

“Tf vou get stuck in the swamp and run out
of grub, what can vou eat?” T inguired.

“Well, roast wild pig is nice. 1've killed
them with bow and arrow.  Spearing frogs s
casy, and their kickers are mighty sweeét.

“In canals and sloughs we jump soft-shelled
turtles, Tail of gator mokes pood stew . |alli-
gator hunting is legal in many cocnties |, and
I wouldn't pass up mattlesnake fillets,

“Heart of cabbage palm, cooked or in a
cold salnd, soothes my palate.  And in senson
wild wrkev and deer are not todb hard 1o
come by, Then, il vou like fish _ . "
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“Stop, please!™ | implored. “My mouth’s
wittering !

C. Kay Davis, at that time districl conser-
vationist of the U, S, Soil Conservation Serv-
e, wanted us to sve the Hillshoro Marsh area
west of Delmy Heach. a “valueless” aren
schediled Tor protection as a wildlife refuge.

“How do we get around out there?” 1
sked.

“We have a brace of air boats.” Davis said.
“They can step over that half-thowned grass.”

(O the “shores” of a vast swamp we met
the air boat, water plane; or “whoozhmabile,”
Thit ic a fat-bottomed, squareended craft
with an old outo engine mounted nstern in a
lutticewdrk of rors and struts ( Plate TX).

The motor drivez an almplane propeller
which blasts air backward and thus shoves
the boat forwird—at speeds up to 50 miles
an hour! It took hoth eraft to hold our party.
Our pilots: were old hunters, Lewis (“Cal™)
Henderson and Johnny Lamb.

From a narrow reedy channel we suddenly
burst out upon the open marsh. A film of wa-

Jter ity on the land.  From the saw grass wild
vearrot lifted dry flower clusters.

lelands of
myrtle, bay, and Florida holly framed lakelike
expanses strewn with waxy spider Hilpes,

Lamb and Henderson opened the throttles.
Like huge angry water bugs the vellow air
bouts leuped across the shallows, White wakes
foamwed to either side.

“The Ashleyv gang of bank robbers hid out
here,” Jobnny Lamb shouted, “They wuz
néver capght il they went outside.”

"Recently as the early twenties,” Davis
added, “if vou man into a stranger in these
swarnps, vou didn't just casually ask hiz name,
Ii be volunteered his moniker—O, K. —hut it
probably wouldn't be his right one, aovwav.”

Weeks before, an old Seminole headman
haiel iven us woplacid ride in his oypress dugout
canoe, vanishing symbol of the Everglades.
Now here we were skating along in oo in-
genions travel contraption at 40 miles an hour!

While the whooshmobile trip certainly was
tops for speed, zing, and thrills, it ran a poor
second to the cvpress pirogue for a gquiet,
restiul cruise.

Perhaps the contrast epitomized the Ever-
glades, where the new Everglades National
Park strives 1o restore “waste” lond to on-
spoiled conditions of 60 yveurs ago, and where
farmers nnd ranchers rush prodoction of cattle,
truck crops, Troits, fibers, and sogar cane*

*sers in the Nariowan Gooomsesw Maoarmse,
"Florida—The Founlain of Youth.,” by John Obver
s Charee, j&nu.in. 1005 “Sputk Florda's Amaring
Evergludies,” by John O Reitly, January, 1940% and

“How We Uso the Gull of Mexico,” by Frederick
stmpich,” January, 1044,



